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America’s Loss Through Fatal 
Accidents in 1939 


s 1939 draws to a close it seems 
A probable that, barring some 
major catastrophe in the last 
few days of the year, the American 
casualty list will include the names 
of approximately 93,000 persons 
killed in accidents, or about 1,000 
fewer than last year. The reduction 
from last year’s figure, it is apparent, 
was made more because nature was 
kinder to us than because our people 
lived more safely. Floods, tornadoes, 
and other cataclysms in particular 
were not as destructive of life as in 
other years. Somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 800 fewer deaths 
have occurred this year than last 
year in accidents of this kind. 
Motor vehicle fatalities, our great- 
est concern for many years, will run 
close to last year’s total of approx- 
imately 32,400. Early in the year 
it seemed as though a very sub- 
stantial reduction would be recorded, 
but in some later months more 
deaths occurred than in the corre- 
sponding months of last year, and 
most, if not all, of the gain was wiped 
out. Merely to have held the sub- 
stantial gain made in 1938, when 
there were 7,000 fewer deaths than 


in the preceding year, must be re- 
garded, however, as no small achieve- 
ment, the more so since there was 
an increase in motor vehicle travel 
during the year. Considering this 
year’s record in conjunction with 
last year’s, there is good reason to 
believe that some of the conditions 
responsible for our bad automobile 
accident record actually have been 
overcome as a result of the hard- 
fought campaign to cut down the 
mounting loss of life accompanying 
the increasing use of the automobile. 

Home fatalities will probably ex- 
ceed last year’s total by a few hun- 
dred, as will also deaths from acci- 
dents arising out of, or in the course 
of, employment. Occupational acci- 
dent fatalities vary from year to 
year with the numbers employed in 
industry. The increase this year 
may therefore be charged to the 
higher level of employment this 
year than last. The continued heavy 
toll in hme accidents suggests that 
our efforts to reduce accidents of this 
kind are not meeting with great 
success. 

The decline in the number of 
deaths in cataclysms, coupled with 
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a falling off in the number of drown- 
ings at beaches and resorts, has re- 
sulted in a marked reduction in the 
number of fatal injuries in public 
places (exclusive of those charged 
to motor vehicles). 

Although cataclysms and other 
catastrophes claimed fewer lives in 
1939 than in 1938, there were several 
in which large numbers of persons 
were victims. Most disastrous was 
the cloudburst and floods in the 
eastern Kentucky mountain region 
(70 lives), in July. Southern Cali- 
fornia experienced a severe seacoast 
storm in September, in which the 
death toll was in the neighborhood 
of 50. Devastating tornadoes killed 
at least 48 persons in the South Cen- 
tral States in April. Twelve persons 
were drowned in Mississippi when a 
flood carried away a small bridge on 
a heavily traveled highway in 
March. In the darkness several auto- 
mobiles plunged into the water be- 
fore the drivers could be warned. 


Our Vital Statistics 


ROVISIONAL reports for 1939 

from 42 States and the District 
of Columbia indicate that once 
again the birth rate registered a fall, 
thus putting an end to a short period 
of rising birth rates that had been 
observed in 1937 and 1938. At the 
same time the death rate has 
changed very little. As a conse- 
quence of this, there will be a halt 
to the very recent tendency of the 
true rate of natural increase to 
emerge out of the red. For every 
year from 1933 to 1937, inclusive, 


Other outstanding accidents dur- 
ing the year were the coal mine ex- 
plosion near Providence, Ky. (28 
lives), in July; the sinking of the 
submarine Squalus off Portsmouth, 
N. H. (26 lives), in May; and the 
railroad wreck near Carlin, Nev. (24 
lives), in August. 

More than 50 multiple-fatality 
accidents occurred in which between 
five and ten persons lost their lives. 
As in past years, automobile acci- 
dents and burning homes and build- 
ings were the most frequent types 
of tragedies in this category. 

An unusual and pathetic accident 
occurred this year, illustrative of 
how negligence and carelessness in 
even the most unexpected quarters 
contribute to the national accident 
toll and the sum total of human 
misery. Five newborn infants in a 
hospital were asphyxiated by steam 
when a radiator valve, which had 
been repaired with adhesive tape, 
blew out. 


Account for 1939 


the true rate of natural increase— 
that is the rate of increase which 
would ultimately prevail if current 
conditions of fertility and mortality 
continued unchanged — was dis- 
tinctly below the zero level. Accord- 
ing to provisional computation, the 
true rate of natural increase for 1938 
was practically zero, just sufficient 
ultimately to maintain a stationary 
population. It now appears that, 


with the decline in the birth rate for 
1939 and, at best, no material im- 
provement in the death rate, the 
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true rate of natural increase for that 
year will fall definitely below the 
zero mark, though perhaps not so 
far below it as in the several years 
prior to 1938. 

This situation exists in spite of 
the fact that 1939 will go down in 
the history of public health in the 
United States as a banner year— 
possibly by a very small margin, the 
record year of all. How close that 
margin may be is indicated by the 
very latest figures on mortality 
available from two reliable sources: 
first, the record of the millions of 
Industrial policyholders of the Met- 
ropolitan Life Insurance Company, 
up to the end of November; second, 
provisional figures derived from re- 
ports furnished to this Company 
through the courtesy of health 
and registration officials in 41 States 
and the District of Columbia* and 
covering nine months of 1938. 

Among the insured, the year-to- 
date death rate for 11 months was 
766.5 per 100,000, a negligible frac- 
tion below the figure of 767.1 for the 
like period of 1938, the record year 


’ for low mortality among both this 


large insured group and the public 
at large. In the 41 Statest and the 
District of Columbia there were 
890,765 deaths between January 1st 
and September 30th, as compared 
with 877,670 last year—an increase 
of 1.5 percent in the actual number 
of deaths. Unfortunately, no official 
estimate of population has been 
made for 1939 by the Government, 
and it is thus impossible to calculate 
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a provisional country-wide death 
rate. However, the average of the 
annual increase in population, dur- 
ing the five years ended with 1938, 
was only 0.7 percent. On their face, 
these figures show, then, a very small 
rise in the death rate this year for the 
country as a whole. In the South 
Atlantic and East South Central 
regions, however, State reports show 
that the 1939 death rate will register 
an improvement, as compared with 
that of the previous year. In par- 
ticular, as regards maternal and in- 
fant mortality, reports from the 
em States Public Health Service 
ndicate that 1939 will show new 
minimal rates. 

As against these favorable data 
on mortality must be set the decline 
in births. Provisional figures from 
42 States and the District of Colum- 
bia show a loss of 1.3 percent for the 
first nine months of 1939, as com- 
pared with the like period of 1938. 
The decrease, of course, is not uni- 
formly distributed over the whole 
area. Thus, in the West North 
Central and Pacific Coast division, 
the final figures may show small in- 
creases, or at least no decreases, as 
compared with 1938. Indications 
are that the greatest decreases will 
be in the northeastern section of the 
country; in particular, the East 
North Central States, to date, show 
a decrease of 3.6 percent, as com- 
pared with 1938. 

Year by year, as provisional re- 
ports for the major part of the 
country become available, we have 


*Containing 90 percent of the total population of Continental United States 
tIn eight of these States the data relate to shorter periods than nine months. 
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taken stock of our vital resources, as 
measured by the true rate of natural 
increase. For seven years now we 
have been consistently in the red 
with one possible exception, the 
year 1938, when we just struck the 


balance between reproduction and 
mortality. It will undoubtedly be a 
number of years yet before we feel 
any assurance of the ultimate trend 
of which the present situation forms 
a part. 


Canada Makes an Excellent Health Record in 1939 


HE people of the Dominion of 
Canada continued to enjoy ex- 


ceptionally good health in 1939. 


This is indicated by the very low 
death rate among approximately 
1,250,000 of Canadians who hold 
policies in the Industrial Depart- 
ment of the Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Company. 

The cumulative death rate among 
the insured in 1939, up to the end of 
November, was on a par with that 
in 1938. These two years, jointly, 
hold the honor of having the lowest 
mortality rate in the Canadian ex- 
perience of the Company. The ex- 
cellent health records of the two 
latest years represent a considerable 
saving of lives and an even greater 
reduction in disabling illness as com- 
pared with conditions in the early 
years cf the current decade. Es- 
pecially noteworthy in the health 
picture of 1939, in Canada, are the 
new low mortality rates for the in- 
sured from tuberculosis, pneumonia, 
scarlet fever, diarrheal diseases, and 
accidents (all forms combined). 

Our chief interest lies in tubercu- 
losis. Today this disease is number 
3 in the list of causes of death of 
Canadian wage-earners, instead of 
number 1, as it was only 11 years 
ago. Furthermore, the current death 


rate is nearly 7 percent lower than 
in 1938 and 45 percent lower than 
in 1929. Asa result of this remark- 
able reduction in mortality from this 
cause of death, hundreds of Cana- 
dian lives have been spared every 
year. 

In this brief period of 10 years re- 
markable progress has been made in 
the record for many other diseases. 
The mortality from pneumonia 
has been reduced by 19 percent 
in a single year and by 55 percent 
in 10 years; influenza, although 
the death rate has been higher this 
year than last, shows a decline of 
nearly 70 percent in 10 years; the 
four principal communicable dis- 
eases of childhood combined— 
measles, scarlet fever, whooping 
cough, and diphtheria—have like- 
wise declined: 13 percent in a single 
year and 65 percent in 10 years. 
With respect to diphtheria, it is inter- 
esting to note that 10 years ago it 
caused about as many deaths among 
the insured, in Canada, as did the 
three other communicable diseases 
combined. Today, deaths from 
whooping cough, despite a reduction 
of 40 percent, outnumber those from 
diphtheria. The mortality from 


diarrhea and enteritis has been re- 
duced by 12 percent in a single year 
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and by 75 percent in 10 years. 
Deaths from puerperal conditions 
have declined about 25 percent in 
10 years. A part, but by no means 
all, of this decrease in the mortality 
from conditions arising out of preg- 
nancy and childbirth has been due 
to the declining birth rate in 
Canada. 

The Canadian record for fatal 
accidents, in 1939, showed improve- 
ment over the preceding year and a 
drop of 30 percent as compared with 
the figure for 1929. The rate for 
automobile accidents is at about the 
same level as that observed 10 years 
ago, in spite of a considerable in- 


crease in this mode of transporta-— 


tion. Other types of accidents have 
declined by 35 percent during the 
same period. 

The unfavorable side of the report 
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is as follows: The mortality from 
cancer, although showing no increase 
as compared with 1938, has risen 
about 35 percent in 10 years. The 
rates for influenza, diabetes, heart 
disease, diseases of the coronary 
arteries, and chronic nephritis were 
all in varying degree higher in 1939 
than in 1938. As compared with 10 
years ago, all of these conditions, 
except influenza, show appreciable 
rises. 

Both suicides and homicides con- 
tinue to be minor causes of death 
in Canada, although deaths from 
the former increased in 1939. 

For all causes of death combined, 
the 1939 death rate is lower by one 
quarter than 10 years ago. The 
Canadian people may congratulate 
themselves upon this favorable 
health record. 


Remarkable Health Conditions in an Office Group 


HE modern movement in favor 
T of periodic health examina- 
tions, like all new developments, has 
had to contend with popular inertia, 
and perhaps at times with definite 
resistance. The greatest interest, 
therefore, attaches to a statistical 
study revealing remarkably favor- 
able health conditions in one large 
group of employees to whom such 
periodic health examination is made 
available as a matter of routine, and 
who have been found to experience 
a mortality only about one half that 
of the general population in corre- 
sponding age classes. 

In 1914 the Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Company decided to insti- 


tute periodical medical examinations 
of all its employees. ‘Treatment is 
given only in emergency. The plan 
in the periodic examinations has 
been to help form a correct diagnosis 
and then to place the information so 
obtained at the disposal of the at- 
tending physician where occasion 
arises. Equipment has been pro- 
vided for gastro-intestinal, basal 
metabolism, X-ray, fluoroscopic, and 
electrocardiographic studies. Like- 
wise, adequate facilities have been 
available for all types of laboratory 
tests. A routine reminder comes to 
each employee once a year to present 
himself for examination. When the 
initiative thus comes from another 
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person, any adverse psychological 
effect, which some people perhaps 
experience when they themselves 
have to give thought to the matter, 
is naturally avoided. 

A secondary but most important 
benefit derived over many years 
from the accumulated experience 
gathered at these periodic examina- 
tions, is that the records furnish an 
invaluable source of medical in- 
formation, of a kind not otherwise 
obtainable. For, in the ordinary 
course of events, persons going to 
the doctor for medical examination 
are more or less seriously ill. The 
very fact that routine periodic health 
examinations cover persons in good 
health as well as those with im- 
pairments, brings with it special 
advantages. First, that it provides 
excellent material for establishing 
norms; second, and even more im- 
portant, that by the collection of a 
series of reports on the same person 
over a number of years, it affords an 
opportunity, not elsewhere avail- 
able, of tracing the course of events 
regarding some of those impair- 
ments and ailments that come to 
many in the course of life. 

The growth of the clinic in which 
the periodic examinations are con- 
ducted, and its a complishments in 
special fields, have been reported 
upon in various medical journals. 
The present note is intended 
primarily to compare the mortality 
of the group with that of the general 
population, allowance being made 
for the difference in the specific sex 
and age composition of the two. 
The disabled and retired employees 


are included in this study as well 
as those actively at work. 

There were approximately 18,000 
persons from the Company’s three 
main offices, New York, San 
Francisco, and Ottawa, varying in 
age from 18 to 85 years in the group 
in 1938, those in the highest age 
brackets being, of course, the re- 
tired employees. The group is pre- 
dominately clerical, although it does 
include employees of the Com- 
missary and Building Departments, 
such as chefs, waitresses, electri- 
cians, engineers, elevator operators, 
porters, etc. The females, who 
account for approximately two 
thirds of the group, were younger 
on the average than the males. 
About 25 percent of the female 
employees were less than 25 years 
of age, 50 percent fell between the 
ages of 25 and 35, while the remain- 
ing 25 percent were 35 years of age 
and over. Among the males, less 
than 10 percent were under age 25, 
about 40 percent fell between the 
ages of 25 and 35, while 50 percent 
were 35 years of age and over. 

The group is necessarily a some- 
what select sample of the general 
population, because for many years 
past applicants for positions in the 
Company have been subject to a 
medical examination before appoint- 
ment. The favorable showing which 
is here reported cannot, however, be 
attributed to this factor alone, since 
the effect of medical selection is well 
known to become negligible after 
about five years. 

In 1938 there were 68 deaths in 
the group of 18,000 employees, and 
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of these deaths 28 occurred at ages 
65 or over. This is the equivalent 
of a crude death rate of 6.1 deaths 
per 1,000 for males and 2.5 for 
females, or a combined rate of ap- 
proximately 4 per 1,000. In the last 
decade the crude rate of the Home 
Office employees has fluctuated from 
a low of 3.5 in 1932 to a high of 5.7 
in 1937. The average for the past 
10 years has been 4.3 per 1,000. 

Since the sex and age composition 
of the group is atypical, the crude 
mortality cannot be compared with 
that of the general population. A 
fairer measure is the ratio of actual 
deaths to the deaths expected if the 
sex and age and mortality had been 
the same as that of the white 
population of the country as a 
whole. On this basis we find that 
the actual death rate of the group 
was about one half of the expected. 

Another measure of the mortality 
of the group which would allow for 
the fact that the insured are pre- 
dominately of the white collar class 
is the ratio of actual to ‘‘expected”’ 
mortality, based on the Modern 
Ordinary insurance experience.* In 
such a comparison we find the 
mortality of the employees of the 
Metropolitan Home Offices was 60 
percent of the “‘expected.”’ 

Using the white population of the 
United States as a standard, we 
find males below the age of 35 re- 
corded less than one quarter of the 
expected deaths, and between the 
ages of 35 and 75 only one half 
of the expected. Females below the 
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age of 35 had about one fifth of the 
expected deaths, those between the 
ages of 35 and 45 had about three 
tenths of the expected deaths, and 
those between the ages of 45 and 75 
about three quarters of the expected. 
The results did not differ widely 
when based on the Modern Ordi- 
nary insurance experience. 

An examination of the ratio of 
actual to expected deaths by cause, 
based on the white population of the 
United States as tabulated on page 
8, brings out several points of 
interest. The lowest ratio was re- 
corded for accidents, which were 
about 20 percent of the expected for 
males and females considered to- 
gether. Two such fatalities oc- 
curred, as against the 11.5 ‘“‘ex- 
pected.”’ Of course, the reason for 
this is evident, since the group is 
largely clerical and not exposed to 
any appreciable occupational 
hazards. 

The fact that the second lowest 
ratio was recorded for tuberculosis, 
with actual deaths less than 30 
percent of expected, is indeed note- 
worthy. At the same time this 
result is extremely gratifying to the 
Company, as tuberculosis is one of 
the diseases against which it has 
waged a particularly active cam- 
paign. Since 1927 the Company 
has, as a matter of routine, made 
physical and fluoroscopic examina- 
tions of the thorax of its employees 
each year. These complete ex- 
aminations have made possible the 
detection of tuberculosis in its 


*Based on Table Z—proposed as Modern Ordinary Experience Mortality Table by National Associa- 


tion of Insurance Commissioners. 


Derived from Basic Table 1920-34 and Experience of Mutual Benefit 


under policies more than five years old during 1927-36. 
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minimal stages in the great majority 
of the cases, and early diagnosis in- 
creases recovery from this disease 
materially. 

The third-lowest ratio was re- 
corded for diabetes, with one actual 
death when 2.8 would have been 
“expected,” a ratio of about 35 
percent. A similar ratio was ob- 
served in the case of chronic 
nephritis. 

The ratio for influenza and pneu- 
monia ranked next lowest, with a 
figure in the neighborhood of 40 
percent of that expected. This 
favorable result is largely due to the 
fact that in 1938 no deaths were 
recorded from either influenza or 
pneumonia among the women. 
Among the males also there were no 
influenza deaths, but the pneumonia 


deaths were approximately as high 
as expected. Since the Metropolitan 
office employees live in urban areas 
where laboratory facilities are ex- 
cellent for the typing of cases and 
serum is immediately available, we 
might expect results more favorable 
than for the country as a whole. 
The deaths from cerebral 
hemorrhage were about 50 percent 
of the expected; the cancer deaths 
about 70 percent, and the heart 
disease deaths about 75 percent. 
As the early detection of cancer and 
pre-cancerous conditions is all-im- 
portant for its successful treatment, 
the Company’s policy of annual 
physical examinations for its em- 
ployees is of definite value in the 
prevention and treatment of this 
disease. Likewise, the laboratory 





Ratio of Actual to Expected* Deaths, by Cause, 
Among the Office Employees of the 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 1938 





* RaTro oF ACTUAL 
Causes oF DEATH AcTuAL EXPECTED To EXPECTED 
DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS 
Influenza and pneumonia................ 5 12.2 41.0 
EE ee re oe re aa 24 —— 
RN a rai es ssa se abscess, o5 asaise id 5 9.5 52.6 
Tuberculosis—All forms................. 3 10.6 28.3 
Cancer—All forms...................... 10 14.6 68.5 
DpePetes MCMIUS... wc ccc ec eee. 1 2.8 ki 
Cerebral hemorrhage; apoplexy........... 4 8.6 46.5 
Diseases OF Hearty... 6 6c ice ce ceewaies 16 21.0 76.2 
Diseases of the coronary arteries and 
DUMB PCCTOTIS..... wow ccc cre c eee. 7 6.6 106.1 
NE N56 .5..5) iota 505) She io Sig wie ibis oid.0 0 2 2.0 100.0 
Chronic nephritis (Bright’s disease)....... 3 8.1 37.0 
ae tha Gy UG oi ae 4 v5.7 25.5 
MINT 34 7. a saunteiteubns cies atthoahd abe a a 2 a2 62.5 
MN ss oo 6s iene Sigs ansputds) otal — 1.0 a= 
Accidents—All forms.................. 2 11.5 17.4 











*Based on Mortality by sex and age of the whit 








e population of the United States in 1936. 


tExcludes pericarditis, acute endocarditis, acute myocarditis, coronary artery diseases, and angina 
pectoris. 
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facilities of the Medical Division 
are often of great help to the at- 
tending physician in arriving 
promptly at the precise diagnosis. 
With cancer, as with tuberculosis, 
the early detection of the condition 
affects materially the resulting 
mortality. 

Deaths from cerebral hemorrhage, 
which are largely concentrated at 
the higher ages, are in most cases 
not preventable. The practice of 
taking blood pressure routinely does 
tend to advance the diagnosis of 
hypertension. When the condition 
is recognized and the patient follows 
the doctor’s instructions carefully, 
serious complications may be pre- 
vented. Likewise, the use of the 
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electrocardiograph, the X-ray, and 
other laboratory procedures has con- 
tributed to the earlier diagnosis of 
heart conditions. Here again better 
medical treatment of these cases 
can lead to the prolongation of life. 
While many deaths from heart 
disease cannot be prevented, they 
can often be postponed. 

Finally, then, when we examine 
the mortality of the office employees 
of the Metropolitan, either by age 
or by cause, it is apparent that the 
experience has been unusually good 
and it may be suggested that the 
work of the Company to improve 
the health of its employees has been 
reflected in the mortality of the 


group. 


Health Record for November 1939 


HE very favorable health con- 

ditions of the last few months 
were continued through November. 
The mortality from all causes com- 
bined among the Industrial policy- 
holders of the Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Company during the month 
was 7.3 per 1,000 persons, a mark 
that was only slightly above the all- 
time low rate for this particular 
month (7.2), recorded in November 
a year ago. For the first 11 months 
of 1939 the cumulative death rate 
among these policyholders is below 
that registered for this same period 
in the banner year of 1938. More- 
over, it is practically certain that 
final figures for the year, as a whole, 
will reveal a mortality rate as low 
if not lower than that experienced 
by these people a year ago. This is 


the more remarkable since the health 
outlook in the first five months of 
1939 did not seem to promise an- 
other record year in public health. 

November’s low death rate can 
be credited chiefly to the absence of 
those conditions specially conducive 
to the spread of .the respiratory 
affections. As a consequence, in- 
fluenza and pneumonia recorded the 
lowest mortality rates for this month 
ever experienced by these policy- 
holders. The mortality from tuber- 
culosis was also one of the lowest 
for this time of the year in the his- 
tory of the Company. In fact, the 
death rate from tuberculosis (all 
forms) in November was about 
equal to the all-time low November 
figure for 1938 (40.2 per 100,000 as 
against 40.1). 
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Other diseases which established 
new minimal death rates for this 
month of the year were scarlet fever, 
whooping cough, diarrhea and enter- 
itis, chronic nephritis, and the puer- 
peral conditions. The mortality 
from typhoid fever and measles 
equaled the best November records 
of previous years, while rates regis- 
tered for diphtheria, syphilis, and 
accidents in general were bettered 
in only one previous November. 

Unfortunately, these gratifying 
gains during the past month were 
offset to a certain extent by particu- 
larly high death rates from cancer, 
diabetes, and heart diseases. It is 
safe to say that if it were not for the 
increased mortality from these 
causes, November this year would 
be distinguished as the most health- 
ful November in the annals of the 
Company. 

Similar favorable conditions were 
observed in the general population 
of the country. Reports received 
from 88 large cities showed slightly 
more deaths than were reported by 
these cities in November of last 
year, but considering that these 
places grew in population during the 
interval, it is very probable that 
their combined death rate was appre- 
ciably lower this November than in 


the same month a year ago. Com- 
pared with the average number of 
deaths reported by these cities in 
November of the preceding three- 
year period, the advantage in favor 
of the current month is even more 
striking. 

As might be expected from this 
exceptional mortality record, the in- 
cidence of illness throughout the 
country was gratifyingly low. Al- 
though the usual seasonal rises oc- 
curred in certain of the more im- 
portant communicable diseases, the 
prevalence of most of them was well 
below that registered in the very 
favorable November of last year. 
In this category may be listed diph- 
theria, measles, scarlet fever, small- 
pox, whooping cough, and typhoid 
fever. Influenza was the only im- 
portant ccmmunicable disease which 
showed increased incidence over 
Nevember 1938. Apparently, a 
mild epidemic of this disease pre- 
vailed in certain of the Southern 
States. South Carolina reported 
1,640 cases of influenza while Texas, 
Georgia, and Alabama registered 
998, 599, and 495 respectively, a 
total of 3,732 cases. This may be 
compared with 2,159 cases reported 
by these same States in the month 
of November 1938. 
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om- The following table shows the 1939, and November 1938, together 
r of | mortality among Industrial policy- _ with the death rates for the first 11 
; in | holders for November 1939, October months of each year. 
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\vor 
an. Death Rate* per 100,000 for Principal Causes. Weekly Premium-Paying 
Business in Industrial Department. All Ages (Annual Basis). 
this MonrTuHs OF NOVEMBER 1939, OcTOBER 1939, AND NOVEMBER 1938 
-in- 
the ANNUAL RATE PER 100,000 Lives ExposEp* 
Al- Cumulative 
Causes oF DEATH January-November 
oc- November| October | November 
im- 1939 1939 1938 
1939 1938 
the 
vell 
ToTaL—ALt CAUSES.............. 729.3 692.2 722.4 766.5 767.5 
ery 
>ar. po re 8 1.4 8 8 1.0 
h EN via alana alrcarord 9.6 bias bra im — Py 6 Wei 
pa- ERE REIN» 5 3 1.1 7 1.2 
all- oo a 8 9 2.0 1.6 2.1 
id Ie a forgo Gig ats cece ep ares geias 2.3 1.7 2.6 1.3 1.6 
O01 lid ok bhai ain 4.6 3.0 6.8 9.8 7.1 
im- Pneumonia (all forms)............. 33.3 - 238 40.0 43.4 50.4 
ich Tuberculosis (all forms)............ 40.2 39.5 40.1 44.9 46.7 
1c Tuberculosis of respiratory system 36.7 36.3 35.5 40.4 41.8 
ver Syphilis, locomotor ataxia, and 
general paralysis of the insane..... 9.2 9.2 9.1 10.8 10.7 
a TT | 95.7 96.5 94.4 99.7 95.9 
yre- Diabetes mellitus... .......c.cs000 25.4 21.9 23.4 27.2 24.0 
Cerebral hemorrhage; apoplexy..... 56.8 58.5 58.0 59.8 57.9 
ern Diseases of the heartf.............. 149.9 | 142.2 | 1420 | 1594 | 151.0 
ted Diseases of the coronary arteries. ... 43.0 38.2 35.0 39.8 33.5 
ING bsg oc posccevecacss 6.2 4.3 5.9 6.2 6.7 
‘as, Diarrhea and enteritis............. 4.5 6.7 6.8 5.5 7.5 
red -Appendicitis........ eee Oe ee 8.1 9.3 8.7 10.2 10.4 
Chronic nephritis (Bright’s disease). . 45.9 43.8 48.3 50.8 52.4 
» a Puerperal state—total............. 4.6 4.3 4.9 5.4 6.0 
be (RRO IS ate Gee rareers eerie” 8.2 7.9 7.8 8.5 9.0 
d NE oa a casks eg Was Sota 4.7 4.2 4.2 4.4 4.3 
te Accidents—total. ...........0000-- 49.7 | 485 44.1 46.8 | 48.0 
nth Automobile accidents............ 20.1 20.1 17.2 16.8 17.0 
All other diseases and conditions....| 134.8 126.7 136.2 129.2 138.6 























*The rates for 1939 are subject to slight correction, since they are based on provisional estimates of 
lives exposed to risk. 


tExcludes pericarditis, acute endocarditis, acute myocarditis, coronary artery diseases, and angina 
pectoris. 


Correspondence on the subjects discussed in these BULLETINS may be 
addressed to: The Editor, 
STATISTICAL BULLETIN, 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 
1 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 























DEATH RATES FROM ALL CAUSES 


METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT 
WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING BUSINESS — TOTAL PERSONS 


DEATH RATE PER 1,000 — ANNUAL BASIS 
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1938 85 87 83 81 78 75 7.0 70 68 75 7.2 7.8 
1939* 8.6 87 9.0 84 8/ 72 69 7.0 67 69 73 


* Rates are provisional 
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January-December, 1911, 1928-38 
restoring the tuberculous patient to work, 
sanatorium treatment, results, 


Typhoid fever, 
death claim payments, 
M.L. I. Co., 1928, 1938 
deaths, 
M.L.I 
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January-March, by color, 1938-39 
January-June, by color, 1938-39... .. 
January-September, by color, 1938-39. 
January-December, 1911, 1928-38 
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Violent deaths, 
See: External causes of death; Homicide. 
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War, 
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marriage rates,... . 
mortality rates, 
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Whooping cough, 
deaths, 

infant mortality, 
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este by color, 1938-39... . 
January-June, by color, 1938-39...... 
January-September, by color, 1938-39. 
January-December, 1911, 1928-38. . 
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Widowed persons, 
age at remarriage, 


Women, 
dress as a fire hazard, 
weight, 
relation to height and a 
M.L. 
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trend, 
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